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Project Summary

An archaeological assessment (Stage &,3) was conducted for an approximate
53 hectareggregate extraction property located on Parts of Lot 10 and 11, Concession 4,
Township of Uxbridge, Regional Municipality of Durham, Ontarihis assessment was
undertaken as part of the aggregateipérising process, as outlined in Sections 2.2.5 and
2.2.6 of the provincial standards under Aggregate Resources Act

The poperty consists of two parcelshe wesern portion of the study area is 46.1
ha in sizeandthe eastern portion is 6.92 hasize. The majority of the western parcel
34.4 ha- was previously assessed and reported upon in 2001 under the C.I.LF. numbers of
2000002064 and 20002080 (Archaeologix 2001). The data from that report is
included in this report along with the atiohal archaeologal assessmermionducted in
2008. Approximately oneeighth of the western parcel consists of wetland pondsnd
was not subject to assessmeiihe houses on the western parcel were not assessed but
the overgrown lawns surroundingetihouses were subject to test pitting at a five metre
interval. Two other areas in the northwestern corner of the parcel were also low, wet, and
disturbed, having had their topsoil previously stripped awyclusive of the areas of
steep slope, the remnaer of the western portiowas subject toeither test pitting or
pedestian surveyat a five metre intervalThe eastern portion was subj¢atpedestrian
survey at a five metre interval.

The Stage 2 field assessment resulted in identification ofsoredl preontact
Aborigind site in 2001, Location 1(BaGs30); and one historic scatter, Location 2
(BaGs31), in 2008 Due to he potential archaeological significance ofsthicatiors,
both weresubject to &tage 3 assessment in order to betteluata its significance and
information potential.

The Stage 3 assessmaitLocation 1 (BaGs30) resulted in the recovery of a
minimal amount of cultural material and no additional assessment is recommditaied.
Stage 3 assessment lajcation 2 (BaGs31) resulted in theecovery of additional 19th
century EureCanadian material and a Stage 4 assessment of this archaeological site is
recommended the area cannot be satisfactorily avoidatipresent the intent is to avoid
this site and afford it lonterm protection on the site plan

This assessment was undertaken to fulfil a standard archaeological condition of the
aggregate licensing process as imposed by the Ministry of Natural Resources. The Ontario
Ministry of Culture is asked to review the uéis presented in this repodndissue a letter
of concurrence. A letter of clearance will be requested when the final site plan has been
prepared and circulated to the Ministry of Culture.

Archaeologix Inc.



Archaeological Assessment (Stages 1, 2 & 3)
Vicdom Sand & Gravel
Uxbridge Main Pit Expansion
Parts of Lot 10 and 11, Concession 4, Township of Uxbridge
Regional Municipality of Durham, Ontario

1.0 PURPOSE

An archaeological assessment (Stage 1, 2 & 3) was conducted for an approximate
53 hectare aggregate eattion property located on Parts of Lot 10 and 11, Concession 4,
Township of Uxbridge, Regional Municipality of Durham, Ontarichis assessment was
undertaken as part of the aggregate pit licensing process, as outlined in Sections 2.2.5 and
2.2.6 of theprovincial standards under tAggregate Resources Act

The Stages 2 and field assessmestvereconducted between May ttéand June
21st, 2000, under archaeological licen 2006002 and betweenJune 23rdand October
10th, 2008 under archaeological hoe P0O01bothissued to Jim WilsgnM.A., by the
OntarioMinistry of Culture

The Stage 2 field assessment resulted in identification of one small precontact
Aboriginal site, Location 1 (BaG30), in 2001; and one historic seatt Location 2
(BaGs31), in 2008. Due to the potential archaeological significance of these locations,
both were subjedb aStage 3 assessment in order to better evaluate its significance and
information potential.

The Stage 3 assessment of Location 1 (Ba@sresultedin the recovery of a
minimal amount of cultural material and no additional assessment is recommended. The
Stage 3assessment of Location 2 (BaGH resulted in theecovery of additional 19th
century EureCanadian material and a Stage 4 assessmentsofittinaeological site is
recommendedHowever, given additional constraints on the study area since the nearby
wetlands are environmentally significant and part of the Oak Ridges Moraine ecosystem,
it is proposed that the site area and a large buffer drbonation 2 (BaGs31) be
avoidedand subsequently protected from any aggregate activities and their associated
impacts.

This assessment was undertaken to fulfil a standard archaeological condition of the
aggregate licensing process as imposed by théstiirof Natural Resources. The Ontario
Ministry of Culture is asked to review the results presented in this repalissue a letter
of concurrence. A letter of clearance will be requested when the final site plan has been
prepared and circulated toetMinistry of Culture.
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Figure 1. Location of the Study Area
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2.0 STUDY METHODS

2.1  Stage 1 Background Research

INncompliance with the proviArchaealdgicar egul at |

Assessment Technical Guidelioes ( Gover nment 3 fthe Sage dr i o
Archaeological Overview/Background Study included:

e areview of the land use history, including pertinent historic maps; and

e an examination of the National Site Registration Database to determine the
presence of known archaeological sitean around the project area.

In addition to the visual evaluation of the subject property, background research
was conducted at the Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation Office (MCTR) in
Toronto, the University of Western Ontario Map Litysaand the corporate library of
Archaedogix Inc.

2.2  Stage 2 Field Assessmeiethods

The property consists of two parcels: the wasportion of the study area is 46.1
ha in sizeandthe eastern portion is 6.92 ha in sizehe majority of the westn parce}
34.4 ha- was previously assessed and reported upon in 2001 under the C.I.LF. numbers of
2000002064 and 20002080 (Archaeologix 2001). The data from that report is
included in this report along with the additional archaeological workwiad in 2008.
The weather during the 2001 Stagartl 3assessmestvassunny and warnand there
were no conditions detrimental to the recovery of archaeologgoahins. The weather
during the 2008 Stage @nd 3 assessmestwas sunny and mildand therewere no
conditions detrimental to the recovery of archaeological remains.

Approximately oneeighth of the western parcel consists of wetland ponds
and was not subject to assessm@figures 4 and 5. The housesand barnson the
western parcel wereoh assessed but the overgrown lawns surrounding the houses were
subject to test pitting at a five metre inter(iaigures6 and7). Two other areas in the
northwestern corner of the parcel were also low, wet, and disturbed, having had their
topsoil prewously stripped awa{figures8 and9). Exclusive of the areas of steep slppe
the remainder of the western portiassubject toeithertest pitting or pedesan survey
at a five metre interval The majority of thewestern parcehad been ploughed anehs
well weatheregdground visibility wasexcellent(Figure 10). However the eastern quarter
of this parcelwas too steepio plough and had numerous large rocks on the surface
(Figure 1). This area was subject to a test pit assessment at a five nietkalinf the
slope was not too ste€pigure ). Each test pit was excavated to subsoil, and all soil
was screened through amilli metrehardware cloth to facilitate the recovery of artifacts.
Each test unit was approximately 30 cemires in dianete and was back filled.The
entire eastern parcel had been ploughed and was well weathered with excellent ground
visibility. It also was subject to pedestrian survey at a five metre int@gaire 13.

Archaeologix Inc.
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In the event that an artifact was encounteredhduthe pedestrian survey, survey
intervals were intensified to one metre within a twenty metre radius of the find. In the
event an artifact was encountered in a test pit, additional test pits were dug in close
proximity. Figure 3 maps the areas assdsaal techniques employed.

Permission to enter the property and remairtifacts was granted b&ndy
Cooperin 2001and Vyacheslav Magmodar 2008, bothof Jagger Hims Limited, acting
as the agent of Vicdom Sand & Gravel Limitédl. recovered artifats will be housed at
the corporate head office of Archaeologix until their transfer to the Ministry of Culture
collectionsfacility located at 900 Highbury Avenue, London.

2.3  Stage 3 Achaeological Site Documentation

The Stage 3 assessmentluded thehand excavation obnemetre test units
strategically located to sample the nature and extent of the cultural deposits at the site. A
permanent datum was established near the margin of theAgileocation 1 (BaGs30),
the datum was located along thestezn margin of the site near the wetland dFegure
17). As for Location 2, (BaG81), the datum was established at the northwest corner of
the site beside a wire fence immediately south of an abandoned gravel rq&ayvuas
18). The fivemetre grid was established from this poifdr each site oriented on
magnetic northThe fivemetreunits were referred to by the intersection coordinates of
their southwestorner. Each fivenetre square was divided into 25 ongetre units,
with subsquare numbeone located in the southwest corner of the -fivetre unit,
number five in the southeast corner, number six located immediately afontihmber
one, and so on. Eacbnemetretest unit was excavated to subsoil, with all solil
screened through six mitlietre hardware cloth to facilitate the recovery of small
artifacts. All excavated artifacts weretained for laboratory analysis and description.

3.0 RESULTS
3.1 Background Research
3.1.1 The Natural Environment

The study area is situated within thekCrRidges Moraine physiographic
region (Chaman and Putnam 198%66-169):

The Oak Ridges Moraine stands out as one of the most distinctive
physiographic units of Southern Ontar®  Wh, ifot tke most part, these

hills are comprised of sandy or graveihaterials, this is not always tloase.

Some, including #highest ridges around Uxbridge and Clarke triangulation

stations, are formed of till which protrudes above the saédEhe or i gi nal
vegetation of the area was a mixed forest of pine and hard@oods mo n ¢

Archaeologix Inc.
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the hardwoods, hard maple, beech, and red and white veale most
importart and a few good stands may still be seen
(Chapman and Putnah®84: 166-167)

The closest potable water source is an unnamed tributary of the Duffin Creek watershed
that ends in the wetlands located in the western parcel of the studyTéieaoils are a
sandy loam which would have been suitable for precontact Aboriginal agricultural

practices.

3.1.2 Premntact Aboriginal Archaeological Resources & Potential

There have been very few archaeological assessments and research surveys
conducted in this portion of the Regional Municipality of Durham. Consequently,ishere
only one registered archaeological site located withikilometres of the study area
(Governmeniwf Ontario n.d.) the Glass SiteBaGs4). This is a historic Mississauga
First Nation site named after the discovery of a scraper constructed from a lavender

coloured glass shard The artifactbelong t o

t he

A Mi

Ssissauga

Gl

(TRCA 20@: 29). However, there is also anecdotal evidence of precontact Aboriginal
presence in the area. To the west of the study area on the west half of Lots 10 and 11 in

Concession 3, the Secord family donated a stone maul tddhento and Region

Conservatn Authority. Given the presence of natural springs on the property, there is a

possibility for sporadic occupation of the area by Archaic populations (TRCA 2002: 30).

Table 1. Cultural Chronology for Southeastern Ontario

PERIOD
Early Palaedndian

CHARACTERISTICS
Fluted Projectiles

TIME
9000- 8400 B.C.

COMMENTS
spruce parkland/caribou hunters

Late Palaedndian

Hi-Lo Projectiles

8400- 8000B.C.

smaller but more numerous sites

Early Archaic

Kirk and Bifurcate Base Points

8000- 6000 B.C.

slow population growth

Middle Archaic

Brewertonlike points

6000- 2500 B.C.

environment similar to present

Late Archaic

Lamoka (narrow points)

2000- 1800 B.C.

increasing site size

Broadpoints

1800- 1500 B.C.

large chipped lithic tools

Small Points 1500- 1100B.C. introduction of bow hunting
Terminal Archaic Hind Points 1100- 950 B.C. emergence of true cemeteries
Early Woodland Meadowood Points 950- 400 B.C. introduction of pottery
Middle Woodland Dentate/Pseud8callop Pottery | 400 B.C.- A.D.500 | increased sedentism

Princess Point A.D. 550- 900 introduction of corn
Late Woodland Early Ontario Iroquoian A.D. 900- 1300 emergence of agricultural village

Middle Ontario Iroguoian A.D. 1300- 1400 long longhouses (100m +)

Late Ontario Iroquoian A.D. 1400- 1650 tribal warfare and displacement
Contact Aboriginal | Various Algonkian Groups A.D. 1700- 1875 early written records and treaties|
Historic Euro-Canadian A.D. 1796- present | European settlement

Due to the presence of two small wetlands inithe limits of the study area, the

potential for precontact Aboriginal resources was judged to be moderate.

Table 1

provides a general outline of the culture history for Seasgkern Ontario drawn from
Ellis and Ferris 1990.

Archaeologix Inc.
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Figure 2. A Portion of the 1877Historical Atlas of Ontario CountyMap of Uxbridge
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Figure 3. Stage 2 Methods and Results
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Figure 4. Not Assessed: Wetland in Foreground, But Dry Area to the North Test
Pitted at 5m Intervals

Figure 5. Not Assessed: Pond Area
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Figure 6. Not Assessed: House and Gravel Driveway

Figure 7. Not Assessed: Barns and Laneways
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Figure 8. Not Assessed: Northern Area With Topsoibtripped, Low and Wet
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Figure 10. Area of Pedestrian Survey in 2001, Walked at 5m Intervals

Figure 11. Not Assessed: Area of Steep Slope
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Figure 12 Area of Test Pitting in 2008, Test Pitted at 5m Intervals

Figure 13. Area of Pedestrian Survey in 2008\Walked at 5m Intervals
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